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(54) METHOD FOR INPUTTING KANA CHARACTER 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method for 
inputting KANA (cursive form of Japanese syllabary) 
characters for a portable information terminal capable of 
easily inputting the KANA characters without making it 
necessary to capture many software keyboard areas for 
inputting the KANA characters. 

SOLUTION: This method for inputting KANA characters 
by using a software keyboard for inputting characters i 
displayed on a display comprises a first step for j 
displaying a first software keyboard on which the leading j 
line KANA characters of the Japanese syllabary table 
arranged like the matrix of 10 lines x5 columns are 
displayed, a second step for touching the first software 
keyboard, and for displaying a second fan-shaped 

software keyboard on which the column KANA characters belonging to the touched leading 
line KANA character with the touched point as a base, and a third step for drawing a segment 
with the touched point as a start point and with a point outside the frame of the second 
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software keyboard as an end point, and for selecting the column KAMA character 
corresponding to the area to which the segment belongs. 
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